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 PRETERISTPRETERISTPRETERISTPRETERIST     
(Amillennialism - the belief that there is 

no literal millennial reign of Christ on 
earth.) 

    

All the events of the Revelation 
were fulfilled during the days of 
either Nero or Domitian.  The 
book is concerned only with 
events of the first century. 

This view was developed by the 
Jesuits and is still held by many 

in the Roman Church and is 
gaining popularity within 

Reformed Theology. 
 

The book is reduced to little more 
than a relic of antiquity, with no 

message for later generations.  It 
eliminates God’s future dealings 
with Israel, teaching God is done 

with them nationally. 
 

     

 HISTORICALHISTORICALHISTORICALHISTORICAL          
(Postmillennialism - the belief that Christ 

will return at the end of the millennial 
age.) 

    

Revelation is a panorama of 
church history, from the initiation 

of the apostolic era to the 
consummation of the age. 

 

This position was espoused by 
Martin Luther, John Wycliffe, and 

most of the Reformers, except     
the Anabaptists. 

 

The multiplicity of the 
interpretation of metaphors and 

symbols quickly becomes 
intolerably subjective. 

     

 POETIC POETIC POETIC POETIC / IDEALIST IDEALIST IDEALIST IDEALIST  
(Amillennialism - the belief that there is 

no literal millennial reign of Christ on 
earth.)    

The Apocalypse is to be 
construed as a representation of 
actual events, whether past or 

future.  The book is only a 
symbol or metaphor to depict the 

great struggle between         
good and evil. 

This concept was spawned by 
Origen and is maintained by a 

host of liberal, and some 
conservative, Bible           

students today. 

The multiplicity of interpretation 
of metaphors and symbols 
quickly becomes intolerably 

subjective. 

     

 FUTURISTIC FUTURISTIC FUTURISTIC FUTURISTIC  
(Premillennialism - the belief that Christ 

will return to usher in the millennial age.)    

Beginning with chapter four, the 
events described belong to the 

future age and constitutes a 
marvelous prophecy of God's 

program for the consummation      
of the age. 

Wide acceptance among 
believers.  Numerous church 

fathers from the initial Christian 
centuries were also advocates  

of this view. 

In perfect harmony with the 
message of the entire Bible.  Far 
fewer interpretive enigmas are 
engendered by this approach. 

 


